
	
I.  Video Copyright Licensing Guidelines

Canadian Copyright law exists to promote the use of copyrights and at the same time protect the rights of the copyright owner, by providing an exclusive right given to the author of an original created work.  The Canadian Copyright Act applies in all cases of motion pictures, videocassette films, broadcast television and any additional audio-visual work, and the regulations are, and will continue to be, vigorously enforced.

Moreover, as Canadian copyright law states that churches may not ‘show any (pre-copy written) motion picture, video or audio-visual work in its entirety or by segment…’ during worship, or ‘record programs from broadcast television, then show in worship…’ it becomes necessary to secure the pertinent copyright licenses in order to remain within the realms of the law when undertaking any of the above.

The area of video copyright licensing has become the expected method of complying with the applicable legal code, as has the area of music copyright in the past.  The law is extremely clear in that for churches to not only avoid legal ramifications, but maintain the highest legal and ethical standards, they must be properly licensed with the authorized licensing agencies.  It is imperative to note that any showing of video in a church setting, even if it is privately owned, is deemed ‘public’ and would result in copyright infringement, no matter how unintentional.

There are currently two companies in Canada which collectively hold the right to grant the privilege to show clips or feature films in a public setting, although neither is completely inclusive, necessitating the need for both licenses:

1.	Criterion Pictures Ltd.
Suite 22, 5000 Bridge St.
Delta, BC  V4K 2K4
Tel: (604) 940-9540   Fax: (604) 940-9541

The ‘Annual Public Performance Movie License’ granted by Criterion is in effect for one year, with costs determined by total church attendance figures.  Currently, Criterion gives access to 106 mainstream motion picture companies, representing over 15,000 feature film titles.  Contractural agreement and monthly reporting are necessary.

2.	Audio Cine Films Inc.
8462 Sherbrooke St. East
Montreal  PQ  H1L 1B2
Toll-free:  1-800-289-8887
Website:  http://www.acf-film.com

 Currently, Audio Cine represents approximately 25 of the better known mainstream motion picture companies, gaining access to over 16,000 feature film titles.  Their ‘Video Public Performance Site Licensing Copyright’ is granted on an annual basis, with costs again reflective of church size.  Contractural agreement and monthly reporting are again mandatory.

Additionally, some, but not all, films produced by Christian and/or pro-family companies require a copyright, but most can be negotiated on an individual basis.  However, Christian Video Licensing International offers a ‘Family Values Public Performance License’ for Canada, representing 24 pro-family and educational motion picture companies.  They can be reached at:

C.V. L. I. (Christian Video Licensing International)
5455 Centinela Avenue
Los Angeles, CA  90066-6970
Tel: (310) 822-8855    Fax: (310) 822-4440
Finally, as ministry in this new millennium continues to utilize the technological advances available to us, it is recommended that all churches comply with all aspects of Canadian copyright law, always being mindful of our ultimate call to stewardship ‘as unto the Lord’.-						
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